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Abstract 

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is the largest free trade area with 54 member states. Language 
barrier issues, infrastructure shortfall constraints, and structural challenges have plagued the U.S. trade with 
Francophone Africa. AfCFTA presents opportunities for the U.S. to strengthen its trade relationship with Francophone 
Africa. This paper combines peer-reviewed studies and policy reports on governmental reforms, digital services, 
infrastructure, and logistics to create new opportunities for U.S. businesses and offer insights to guide policy decisions. 
The findings highlight that uniform regulatory frameworks, efficiency in customs operations, and expanding intra-
African trade present opportunities for the U.S. to increase exports, improve supply chain systems, and promote 
diversity in trade relationships. The findings suggest that U.S. support for the AfCFTA framework will benefit U.S. 
economic interests. The U.S. will achieve significant gains through technical support, private sector participation, and 
government engagement with AfCFTA. Additionally, the U.S. will benefit from the opening up of new markets for 
products, the competitive positioning of U.S. businesses against global trade rivals, and the formation of mutually 
beneficial economic alliances that strengthen energy security and supply chains. U.S. involvement in enhanced digital 
trade and infrastructure partnerships will enhance its position in the African trade and economic landscape and secure 
U.S. geopolitical interests. It is argued that sustained U.S. support for implementing AfCFTA could yield significant 
benefits. 

Keywords: African Continental Free Trade Area; Trade facilitation; Francophone Africa; U.S. engagement; Economic 
partnership 

1. Introduction

Trade facilitation is crucial for regional integration and economic development. It is important because the logistical 
challenges, lack of regulatory transparency, and non-tariff barriers have exceptionally high costs for smaller firms and 
landlocked economies. These issues characterize much of West and Central Africa's trade. The evidence from 
multilateral and regional studies indicates that focused facilitation initiatives (e.g., electronic single windows, 
authorized economic operator arrangements, mutual recognition of conformity assessment), which are designed to 
compress clearance times, reduce uncertainty in the trading environment and expand market access can achieve 
benefits not possible from tariff preferences alone [1; 2].  

The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) came into effect in 2021 as the largest free trade area in the world 
[3]. The AfCFTA implementation framework include rules of origin, schedules of concessions, services commitments, 
and protocols on investment, competition, and digital trade. These offer a continental vehicle through which such 
reforms can be harmonized and extended [4; 5]. 
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Francophone Africa is an important bloc within the African continent. With immense potential in the agricultural and 
services sectors and abundant mineral wealth, it merits critical attention in U.S. economic engagement with Africa. The 
countries that make up Francophone Africa share historical, linguistic, and institutional structures. These similarities 
are consequences of a shared colonial history. Francophone Africa has developed trade and economic frameworks that 
offer opportunities and challenges for sustained international trade engagements [6-8]. 

The Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) has been the foremost framework that has underlined trade between 
the U.S. and Africa. Since AGOA’s inception, Sub-Saharan African countries that meet its qualifying criteria have had 
duty-free access to the U.S. market for their products. While some African markets have derived immense benefits from 
the policy, AGOA has not been an effective tool for economic engagement with the U.S. for others [9].  

Historically, the U.S. has not had the same volumes of trade and commercial engagement with Francophone Africa as its 
English-speaking counterparts. Several factors have limited American involvement in Francophone Africa. Language 
differences create communication challenges. The colonial history of these countries left behind institutional systems 
unfamiliar to American businesses. Poor transportation and logistics networks also make trade difficult [10]. 

AfCFTA provides a framework through which the United States could strengthen economic relationships with African 
countries, especially Francophone ones. The AfCFTA includes several provisions that make trade easier and cheaper. 
These include digitizing customs processes, reducing non-tariff barriers, and creating compatible payment systems. 
These changes can significantly lower trading costs and create new opportunities for countries outside Africa, including 
the U.S. [11; 12]. 

Beyond the economic benefits of enhanced trade engagements with Francophone Africa are geopolitical considerations. 
It is in the U.S.’s interest to diversify supply chains and consolidate access to critical mineral resources while 
implementing strategic countermeasures against the influence of its global rivals in the Francophone Africa bloc. 
Additionally, because the Francophone Africa market is not fully integrated into the global marketplace, there are 
opportunities for U.S. businesses to gain a competitive head start in these emerging markets. 

2. Methodology 

The literature review uses a comprehensive approach to examine the intersecting points between the AfCFTA blueprint 
and the prospects for improved U.S. trade relations with Francophone Africa. The review encompasses peer-reviewed 
academic literature, government reports, policy documents from international institutions, and industry insights from 
2018 to 2025. The keyword search included “AfCFTA”, “Francophone Africa”, “trade facilitation”, and “U.S. economic 
engagement”. Policy documents were drawn from organizations such as the World Bank, the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), the Congressional Research Service, and 
policy institutions such as Brookings.  

This review analyzes how trade facilitation under the AfCFTA framework generates commercial opportunities between 
the U.S. and Francophone Africa. Additionally, this paper will identify the potential for each sector and the challenges 
that affect this trade relationship. Finally, the review will offer policy proposals and recommendations to guide U.S. 
government and private sector strategies to enhance trade with Francophone Africa. This paper contributes to the 
expanding discussion on AfCFTA and how governments, industry, and other relevant stakeholders can maximize the 
opportunities and potential that AFCFTA presents.    

3. AfCFTA and the Concept of Trade Facilitation 

Trade facilitation refers to simplified, harmonized, and digitalized trade procedures and data flow between those 
regulating trade. These measures speed up the movement of goods, reduce bureaucracy, and lower the cost of 
compliance for businesses [13]. According to the World Bank [1], the removal of non-tariff barriers and enhancements 
in trade facilitation are critical channels for achieving trade gains throughout Africa. These tools that harmonize and 
simplify trade include national and regional single windows, digital certificates for Sanitary and Phytosanitary measures 
and Technical Barriers to Trade (SPS/TBT), authorized economic operator schemes, and smooth interaction of network 
technology across borders (Authorized Economic Operator schemes). The United Nations had identified these tools as 
essential for improved trade in the digital age [14; 13].  

Modernizing customs procedures and digital systems is central to AfCFTA’s trade facilitation plan. The COVID-19 
pandemic pushed many African countries to make changes to their customs systems. They had to enable digital 
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payments and remote processing of documents and certifications [15]. The AfCFTA framework emphasizes harmonized 
documentation so that similar paperwork can be used across countries. It promotes risk-based assessments where 
customs officials focus on higher-risk shipments. The third improvement to reduce paperwork burdens is support for 
single window systems, where traders can submit all their required documents through one unified system.  

AfCFTA’s Digital Trade Protocol presents a continent-wide policy and regulatory framework to standardize these tools 
and encourage cross-border digital interoperability [16]. This digital blueprint addresses modern trade and commercial 
challenges, thus placing AfCFTA ahead of other regional trade agreements.  

4. State of Trade in Francophone Africa  

Several factors shape the current trade relationship between the U.S. and Francophone African countries. These include 
historical connections, changing economic structures, and new business opportunities. 

Recent trade data shows positive trends. In 2024, the U.S. had a services trade surplus of $5.5 billion with Africa. This 
represents a 15.3 percent increase ($724 million) compared to 2023 [17]. This growth occurs while the U.S. and African 
countries strategically change their trade approaches. Both sides are trying to diversify their economic partnerships in 
response to shifts in global trade.  

Analysis of trade data shows that French-speaking African markets have significant untapped potential. Overall 
statistics suggest these markets comprise a large portion of total U.S.-Africa trade. 

Francophone African countries have very different types of economies, which create diverse opportunities for American 
businesses. Cameroon and Gabon are rich in natural resources. Others, like Cote d’Ivoire, are agricultural powerhouses, 
while countries like Senegal are becoming important service centers. This variety means American companies can find 
opportunities across many different sectors.  

Many Francophone African countries rely heavily on exporting raw materials and basic commodities. For example, Cote 
d’Ivoire’s main exports in 2022 were cocoa, petroleum products, and rubber. Cameroon’s economy depends primarily 
on oil, cocoa, and liquefied natural gas. The Democratic Republic of Congo’s main exports are copper and cobalt. These 
minerals have increasingly been sold to China in recent years. This shift has altered global supply chains for these critical 
minerals [18; 19]. According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations and the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU), Francophone African countries like Mali and Senegal have built advanced agricultural 
systems for producing peanuts, cotton, and rice. These developments create opportunities for American companies to 
sell agricultural technology and equipment and provide technical assistance.  

The mining sector also offers significant potential for American businesses. Countries like Burkina Faso, Mali, and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo [20] present mining opportunities that could benefit U.S. mining companies, equipment 
suppliers, and service providers. 

Research indicates it costs more to trade goods in West Africa than the global average. This higher cost stems from three 
main issues: customs delays, poor transportation infrastructure, and non-tariff barriers [21]. These inefficiencies make 
West African businesses less competitive in global markets. However, trade facilitation reforms included in the AfCFTA 
could reduce these trading costs by 11-14 percent [22].  

Poor infrastructure, logistics, and custom systems are major obstacles preventing Francophone African countries from 
scaling up trade with each other. According to the World Bank (2018), many countries score below high-income 
standards in several key areas. They have problems with port, rail, and road networks. Their custom systems are slow 
and inefficient. These issues make trade expensive and reduce the benefits countries should get from lower tariffs under 
the AfCFTA [23; 24].  

The challenges with ports and transportation corridors are real. Major trading hubs like Abidjan and Dakar face severe 
congestion. They also have a poor connection to inland areas, making it difficult to move goods efficiently. Governments 
and international organizations recognize these challenges and are working to fix them through multi-year projects and 
investments in new deep-water ports [25; 26]. This means that investing in better infrastructure is just as important as 
reducing tariffs. Countries need lower trade barriers and better transportation systems to make trade work effectively. 

Different regulations and currency systems also affect cross-border trade between African countries. Non-tariff 
measures, different standards and paperwork requirements, and varying customs procedures are some problems that 
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create barriers to cross-border trade. Because of these issues, simply lowering tariffs through the AfCFTA will not 
automatically increase trade. Countries must also simplify and harmonize their procedures [27]. 

Currency arrangements add another level of complexity. Some Francophone countries in West and Central Africa use 
different versions of the CFA franc (WAEMU and CEMAC). Since 2019, there has been an ongoing debate about reforming 
this monetary system. Any reforms would affect exchange rate flexibility, liquidity, and cross-border payments. These 
changes would have important implications for the region's trade competitiveness [27; 28]. 

Trade networks with Francophone Africa work within the bloc and with countries outside the continent. Many 
Francophone African countries have established strong trade relationships with partners outside Africa. The main 
external partners are European Union countries like France, Spain, and the Netherlands; China is another external 
partner. To a lesser extent, the U.S. is also a trade partner. Côte d’Ivoire and Cameroon have strong trading relationships 
with European countries and China. There is also significant trade among Francophone African countries. Senegal and 
Mali have established trade flows between them. This shows the undeveloped potential of the AfCFTA to strengthen 
regional supply chains. However, this can only happen if countries solve problems with trade facilitation, rules of origin, 
and logistics bottlenecks [29; 30].  

Table 1 Selected Trade Profile of some Francophone African Countries 

Country Exports (USD 
millions) 

Top Export Destinations Import (USD 
millions) 

Top Import Partners 

Côte d’Ivoire 16,429. Mali, Netherlands, Switzerland, 
United States, Burkina Faso 

17,889. China, Nigeria, France, 
India, United States 

Democratic 
Republic of Congo 

15,672. China, Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Tanzania, South Africa 

11,406. China, South Africa, United 
Arab Emirates, India, 
Tanzania 

Senegal 5,710. Mali, India, Switzerland, China, 
Australia 

12,065. China, France, India, 
Belgium, Spain 

Cameroon* 4,294. China, Netherlands, India, Italy, 
Spain 

6,996. China, France, India, 
Russia, Belgium 

Burkina Faso 4,556. Switzerland, Mali, United Arab 
Emirates, Singapore, Côte 
d’Ivoire 

5,647. China, Cote D’Ivoire, 
France, Russia, India 

Gabon  10,470 China, Italy, India, Indonesia, 
Gibraltar 

4,060. France, China, United 
States, Singapore, Norway 

Benin 899. Bangladesh, India, China, 
Egypt, Pakistan 

3,846. India, China, France, 
United Arab Emirates, 
Nigeria 

Note. Compiled from World Integrated Trade Solution (WITS), World Bank. All data are from 2022, except Cameroon (2021). 

Kolade, Azangeo, and Thompson [31] highlight how linguistic limitations continue to weaken the U.S. trade standing in 
Francophone markets. Evidence indicates that the absence of sustained French language capacity in U.S. institutions 
reduces negotiation effectiveness and slows commercial engagement.   

When all these structural issues are analyzed together, they explain why improving trade facilitation is so important 
and effective. Francophone African countries rely heavily on commodity exports, have uneven logistics performance, 
deal with fragmented regulations, and focus mainly on external trading partners. Making targeted improvements to 
trade systems can have significant benefits. These improvements include reducing time-in-port, harmonizing customs 
procedures across countries, modernizing payment systems, and making strategic investments in ports and 
transportation corridors. These changes include finding regional solutions to currency issues in CFA zones.  

With these improvements, Francophone Africa can significantly increase the benefits from AfCFTA. External partners 
like the U.S. would also derive major benefits from these changes.  
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5. Key Sectors to Improve Economic Engagement with the U.S. 

The AfCFTA’s focus on trade facilitation creates specific, short-term opportunities for U.S. businesses to engage in 
commercial activities. These opportunities are profitable for American companies and strategically important for the 
U.S.  

Africa has a significant infrastructure gap. Infrastructure development is one of the biggest opportunities for U.S. 
involvement in Francophone Africa. The continent urgently needs better transportation and digital infrastructure to 
reduce trade costs and improve production and logistics systems [30]. At the same time, China’s growing presence in 
Africa is changing how the U.S. approaches the continent. This happens even as the U.S. tries to counter Chinese influence 
in important sectors like critical minerals (van Staden, 2024). This competitive dynamic creates opportunities for 
American companies to distinguish themselves by offering innovative solutions, better technology, and more 
sustainable development approaches in areas like logistics, engineering, and services. Programs such as the U.S. 
Development Finance Corporation (DFC) and the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment (PGI) illustrate 
recent efforts to mobilize private investment in transportation corridors projects, with the aim of reducing transit times 
and improving supply chain connectivity projects. Recent studies show that U.S. economic diplomacy programs like 
Prosper Africa and the Development Finance Corporation are pivotal to strengthening America’s business relationships 
in Francophone Africa. These programs help solve unique challenges and counter the influence of Russia and China 
within the bloc [32]. 

The energy sector offers substantial potential for energy and renewable projects for U.S. companies. Investment projects 
in this sector, like cold-chain systems, industrial parks, and port electrification, which support trade-related services, 
are attractive to U.S. companies. The U.S. Export-Import Bank (EXIM) and the DFC have supported large-scale 
infrastructure deals in Africa. This demonstrates that U.S. financing and political risk protection are available for 
commercially viable projects. These financing agencies can potentially support commercially viable projects that align 
with AfCFTA’s implementation goals. Technology transfer and digital trade are critical areas where U.S. companies can 
gain competitive advantages. The fintech sector in Africa is growing rapidly. At the beginning of 2024, 1,263 African 
companies were offering new financial products and services, an increase from just 450 in 2020 [33]. This expansion is 
part of a broader trend toward digital transformation across Francophone Africa. Governments within the bloc are 
increasingly making digital economic strategies a priority. Additionally, digital trade, electronic certification, and 
integrated payment systems are seamless to implement and have substantial impacts. U.S. programs like the Prosper 
Africa initiative and private sector pilot projects supported by U.S. partners can help fast-track these improvements. 
These programs can help Francophone African countries adopt single-window systems faster. They can also support 
electronic certification for health and safety standards (SPS/TBT e-certification) and create better cross-border 
payment connections. These enhancements drastically reduce border delays and lower compliance costs for 
Francophone African and U.S. traders. These improvements ensure that lower tariffs lead to increased cross-border 
trade. 

The fintech industry in Francophone Africa is dynamic and characterized by fast-paced expansion. In 2024, fintech 
companies raised $2.4 billion in venture capital, representing nearly 59 percent of all investments in the region [34]. 
West Africa, which includes major Francophone markets, raised $587 million in startup funding in 2024. U.S. companies 
can provide technological solutions, form partnerships, and invest capital as opportunities stemming from this [35]. The 
growth of mobile payments, digital banking, and e-commerce platforms creates considerable market opportunities for 
American fintech companies that want to expand into emerging markets. 

The agricultural sector offers abundant opportunities for U.S. involvement, especially in agricultural technology, 
equipment, and developing value chains. Many Francophone African countries produce large amounts of agricultural 
products, but lack modern processing facilities, storage, infrastructure, and distribution networks. American 
agricultural companies can help by providing technology solutions, equipment, and expertise. This assistance would 
enable these countries to add more value to their agricultural production and access international markets.  

The services sector offers extensive opportunities for U.S. companies with established expertise and global operations. 
This includes professional services, education, healthcare, and financial services. The growing middle class in countries 
like Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire, and Cameroon creates demand for high-quality services. Simultaneously, government 
modernization efforts need technical assistance and consulting services that American firms are well-equipped to 
provide.  

U.S. government initiatives and programs are increasingly important in assisting the private sector in doing business in 
Africa. The U.S. Trade and Development Agency’s Global Procurement Initiative trains government officials across Africa 
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on procurement best practices (United States Trade and Development Agency [36]. This capacity-building enables U.S. 
companies to learn about procurement processes for infrastructure and technology projects. These training programs 
help American businesses compete in these markets while supporting institutional development in partner countries. 

When these initiatives are designed using DFC and EXIM risk protection tools and Prosper Africa’s deal support, they 
can produce measurable results. Specifically, they can significantly reduce the time it takes to conduct trade and create 
lasting commercial relationships between U.S. companies and francophone African markets. 

6. Challenges to Enhanced U.S.-Francophone Africa Engagement 

Increased U.S. economic engagement in Francophone Africa faces challenges that require careful planning and risk 
management strategies. These challenges include competition from global powers, weak governmental and institutional 
systems, economic vulnerabilities, and complex regulatory systems. These factors affect the success of American 
business ventures and policy initiatives. 

Competition from other global powers, especially China, is the biggest strategic challenge facing U.S. engagement in 
Francophone Africa. In 2023, total trade between China and Africa reached $282 billion [37]. This demonstrates the 
extent of China’s economic engagement on the continent. As of 2023, over 150 countries and 30 international 
organizations have signed cooperation agreements with China under the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). The total value 
of these agreements has surpassed $1 trillion [38]. China’s extensive presence creates a competitive disadvantage for 
the U.S. and limits the options for American diplomatic initiatives. The shifting geopolitical situation means the U.S. 
needs a new economic diplomacy strategy for Francophone Africa. This strategy must be distinct from France’s 
historical methods in the region. The U.S. should focus on building strong relationships with these countries that 
strengthen America’s presence in the region [6].  

The European Union also has significant influence in Francophone African countries through historical connections, 
preferential trade agreements, and ongoing development assistance programs [33]. Turkey has also emerged as another 
competitor, using cultural and religious connections to expand its regional economic presence [34]. Because of these 
competing influences, the U.S. policymakers and businesses must highlight the uniqueness of American economic 
engagements. These are in the areas of advanced technology and sustainable development approaches. 

Regulatory and institutional challenges create significant barriers for U.S. businesses across Francophone Africa. The 
regulatory environment is fragmented across different countries. Each country has different standards, procedures, and 
institutional capacities. These variations increase transaction costs and make operations more costly for foreign 
investors. Non-tariff measures and fragmented regulations remain considerable, measurable barriers to trade within 
Africa. According to UNCTAD [30], these barriers (non-tariff barriers, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, and 
technical trade barriers) impose high costs on vital sectors. Regulatory alignment will be required to unlock the full 
benefits of the AfCFTA. The process will, however, be technically complex and politically sensitive. 

Political instability and governance challenges remain significant risk factors across much of Francophone Africa. 
Insurgencies in the Sahel remain a challenge after military coups. Fatalities from political violence increased 30 percent 
in 2023, and civilian fatalities grew by 18 percent in 2022 [40]. The security situation in Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger 
creates operational risks for businesses and makes developmental programs less effective.  

Cultural and linguistic factors are often underestimated, but they are important considerations for U.S. engagement 
strategies. French is the primary language used by businesses and governments in Francophone Africa. This can create 
barriers for American companies that do not have French language capabilities. Business practices, negotiation styles, 
and ways of building relationships differ in these countries. Strengthening French-language capacity has been identified 
as a strategic economic tool. Recent evidence shows that countries with strong French language education systems, like 
Canada and Germany, show greater resilience, better trade stability, and stronger positioning in Francophone markets 
[41].  

The timing of market entry and the order of investments require careful consideration of political cycles, regulatory 
changes, and competitive dynamics.  



World Journal of Advanced Research and Reviews, 2026, 29(01), 135-144 

141 

7. Recommendations 

Combining AfCFTA implementation and evolving U.S.-Africa economic relations creates opportunities for stronger 
American engagement with Francophone Africa. It also reveals critical challenges that require strategic policy 
responses. 

The U.S. can provide targeted technical assistance to modernize customs systems, create digital systems for trade (single 
windows), and establish authorized trader programs (authorized economic operator). These measures reduce 
clearance times and reduce paperwork [42; 1]. 

U.S policymakers must develop new frameworks that align with African priorities. AGOA provides a basis for the United 
States to create inclusive opportunities for African entrepreneurship and offer a sustainable path to prosperity through 
good governance and free market principles. These are things China has been unable to do [43]. The framework that 
replaces AGOA after 2025 should incorporate lessons learned from AGOA while addressing modern challenges such as 
digital trade, services liberalization, and regional value chain integration. 

Stronger government engagement is a critical policy priority. The U.S. Department of Commerce should deepen its 
engagement across Africa at all levels. This should include more involvement in strategic minerals and greater 
engagement with the U.S. business community outside of Washington, D.C., especially with the vibrant African diaspora 
[44]. This expanded engagement should prioritize Francophone markets where American businesses face unique 
language and cultural barriers. 

Recommendations for private sector engagement reiterate the importance of strategic partnerships and risk 
management. In 2024, the U.S. government strengthened the U.S.-Africa partnership through global trade and 
investment. Each completed deal and direct investment on the African continent demonstrates how a strategic U.S.-
Africa connection drives mutual prosperity. Building on these achievements, private companies should develop 
comprehensive market entry strategies that use government support programs while meeting local partnership 
requirements. 

The digital transformation agenda offers promise for U.S. engagement in French-speaking Africa. Several private sector 
deals were announced to promote African entrepreneurship, expand access to digital health services, and establish 
technology training centers [7]. These demonstrate the potential for technology-driven partnerships that address 
development priorities while creating commercial opportunities. 

The U.S. should support reforms within the CFA franc monetary system and expand infrastructure financing measures. 
These are critical for enhancing the ease of doing business under the AfCFTA agreement [6]. 

8. Conclusion 

The AfCFTA holds potential and allows for deepening trade and economic potential within Africa. However, its promise 
will only be realized if trade facilitation reforms make cross-border commerce faster, cheaper, and more predictable. 
For the U.S., trade facilitation offers practical entry points for expanding commercial ties. U.S. financial instruments, 
technological expertise, and development partnerships could be leveraged to strengthen economic engagement, 
increase exports, and enhance its strategic presence in Francophone Africa. Successful engagement with Francophone 
Africa within the AfCFTA framework could serve as a model for broader continental partnerships. This could contribute 
to diversified supply chains and enhanced energy security across the Francophone Africa bloc.  

Future research should examine how effective these approaches are in specific sectors, compare different engagement 
models, and evaluate whether policies successfully promote sustainable economic partnerships. This paper adds to the 
policy discourse by pointing out how the trade facilitation features of the AfCFTA might be used as an approach to 
redefine American economic engagement with Francophone Africa through mutually beneficial, evidence-based 
collaboration. 

Compliance with ethical standards 

Disclosure of conflict of interest 

No conflict of interest to be disclosed. 



World Journal of Advanced Research and Reviews, 2026, 29(01), 135-144 

142 

References 

[1] World Bank. (2020). The African Continental Free Trade Area: Economic and distributional effects (M. 
Maliszewska & M. Ruta, Eds). Washington, DC: World Bank. 

[2] WTO. (2025, February 26). Trade Facilitation Agreement: Eight years of cutting trade costs and boosting growth 
for all members. WTO Blog. Retrieved [date you accessed], from 
https://www.wto.org/english/blogs_e/ddg_angela_ellard_e/blog_ae_26feb25_e.htm  

[3] Mene, W. (2025, January 29). Intra-African trade and its potential to accelerate progress toward the SDGs 
[Commentary]. Brookings Institution. https://www.brookings.edu/articles/intra-african-trade-and-its-
potential-to-accelerate-progress-toward-the-sdgs/ 

[4] African Union. (2021, January 12). Press briefing on the status of AfCFTA. Retrieved [access date], from 
https://au.int/ar/node/39833 

[5] Cook, N., & Wong, L. (2023, May 3). African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA): Overview and issues for 
Congress (CRS Report No. R47197). Congressional Research Service. 
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R47197/R47197.3.pdf 

[6] Dafong, D. M., Kolade, K., & Thompson, M. (2025). Reconfiguring U.S.-Francophone trade relations: Challenges, 
opportunities, and policy pathways. Sarcouncil Journal of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, 4(9), 11–
21. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17117052 

[7] U.S. Department of State. (2025, January 17). Digital transformation with Africa. U.S. Department of State. 
https://2021-2025.state.gov/digital-transformation-with-africa/ 

[8] World Bank Group. (2019). French West Africa - Economic report (Europe series No. EA 21). World Bank Group. 
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/43426146800303475 

[9] U.S. Trade Representative. (2022, November 30). African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA). U.S. Trade 
Representative. https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/trade-development/preference-programs/african-growth-and-
opportunity-act-agoa  

[10] Coulibaly, S., Kassa, W., & Zeufack, A. G. (2022). Africa in the new trade environment: Market access in troubled 
times. World Bank Publications 

[11] MacLeod, J., Luke, D., & Bashi, J. (2023). Africa’s trade arrangements with the United States, the United Kingdom, 
and other prominent partners. In D. Luke (Ed.), How Africa trades (pp. 77–116). LSE Press. 
https://doi.org/10.31389/lsepress.hat.d 

[12] Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. (2020). The African Continental Free Trade Area 
Agreement and agricultural development: Challenges and prospects (FSN Forum in Africa Report of Activity No. 
15). Rome, Italy: FAO. https://www.fao.org/3/cb0648en/  

[13] UNECE. (2020). Summary of UNECE trade facilitation recommendations: 2019 revised edition. United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe. Retrieved from 
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/Publications/ECE_TRADE_442-Rev.1_CF-SummaryRecs.pdf. 
UNECE 

[14] UN Regional Commissions & UNCTAD. (n.d.). Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation. 
https://www.untfsurvey.org (Retrieved September 21, 2025) 

[15] Kugler, K. (2024, October 30). The AfCFTA Digital Protocol: A bird’s eye view. International Institute for 
Sustainable Development. https://www.iisd.org/articles/policy-analysis/afcfta-digital-protocol  

[16] Lemma, A., Agarwal, P., & te Velde, D.W. (2025, February). Implementing the Digital Trade Protocol of the African 
Continental Free Trade Area: Expected Early Impacts, early experiences and challenges ahead. ODI. 
https://odi.org/en/publications/implementing-the-afcfta-digital-trade-protocol-expected-impacts-early-
experiences-and-challenges-ahead/ U.S. 

[17] U.S. Trade Representative. (n.d.). Africa — Trade summary. Retrieved [September 30, 2025], from 
https://ustr.gov/countries-regions/africa    

[18] WITS (World Bank). (2024, December 12). Country profile: Congo, Dem. Rep. — Summary (2022). Retrieved 
[September 30, 2025], from 

https://www.wto.org/english/blogs_e/ddg_angela_ellard_e/blog_ae_26feb25_e.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/intra-african-trade-and-its-potential-to-accelerate-progress-toward-the-sdgs/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/intra-african-trade-and-its-potential-to-accelerate-progress-toward-the-sdgs/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://au.int/ar/node/39833?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.congress.gov/crs_external_products/R/PDF/R47197/R47197.3.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17117052
https://2021-2025.state.gov/digital-transformation-with-africa/
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/43426146800303475
https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/trade-development/preference-programs/african-growth-and-opportunity-act-agoa
https://ustr.gov/issue-areas/trade-development/preference-programs/african-growth-and-opportunity-act-agoa
https://doi.org/10.31389/lsepress.hat.d
https://www.fao.org/3/cb0648en/
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/Publications/ECE_TRADE_442-Rev.1_CF-SummaryRecs.pdf
https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trade/Publications/ECE_TRADE_442-Rev.1_CF-SummaryRecs.pdf
https://www.untfsurvey.org/
https://www.iisd.org/articles/policy-analysis/afcfta-digital-protocol?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://odi.org/en/publications/implementing-the-afcfta-digital-trade-protocol-expected-impacts-early-experiences-and-challenges-ahead/
https://odi.org/en/publications/implementing-the-afcfta-digital-trade-protocol-expected-impacts-early-experiences-and-challenges-ahead/
https://ustr.gov/countries-regions/africa?utm_source=chatgpt.com


World Journal of Advanced Research and Reviews, 2026, 29(01), 135-144 

143 

https://wits.worldbank.org/CountryProfile/en/Country/ZAR/Year/2022/Summary 
https://doi.org/10.1596/978-1-4648-1559-1   

[19] Home, A. (2025, February 18). Congo emerges as China’s strategic copper supplier. Reuters. 
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/congo-emerges-chinas-strategic-copper-supplier-andy-
home-2025-02-17/ 

[20] Signé, L., & Johnson, C. (2021, May). Africa’s mining potential: Trends, opportunities, challenges and strategies 
(Policy Paper No. PP-21/10). Policy Center for the New South. 
https://www.policycenter.ma/sites/default/files/2022-01/PP-10-21-Landry-Signe.pdf 

[21] Turkson, E., Oduro, A. D., Baffour, P. T., & Quartey, P. (2023). Regional integration and non‐tariff barriers to Intra‐
Sub‐Saharan Africa trade. The World Economy, 46(2), 396-414. 
ugspace.ug.edu.gh/server/api/core/bitstreams/a6180bf2-49eb-4193-829f-839b6b1a3891/content 

[22] Abrego, L., Amado, M. A., Gursoy, T., Nicholls, G. P., & Pérez-Saiz, H. (2019). The African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement: Welfare gains estimates from a general equilibrium model (IMF Working Paper No. 124). 
International Monetary Fund. https://doi.org/10.5089/9781498314398.001 

[23] World Bank. (2023). Connecting to compete 2023: Trade logistics in an uncertain global economy — The 
Logistics Performance Index and its indicators. World Bank. https://lpi.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/2023-
04/LPI_2023_report_with_layout.pdf 

[24] UNCTAD. (2023). Review of Maritime Transport 2023: Towards a green and just transition. United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development. https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/rmt2023_en.pdf  

[25] World Bank Group. (2018). Côte d’Ivoire – Greater Abidjan Port City Integration Project. World Bank Group. 
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/881401530502234660 

[26] Logistics Update Africa. (2024, December 19). DP World begins maritime construction for $1.2Bn port in Senegal. 
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/shipping/dp-world-begins-maritime-construction-for-12bn-port-in-
senegal-1354034 

[27] International Monetary Fund. (2019, December 21). Statement by the IMF Managing Director on the reform of 
West Africa’s CFA franc [Press release]. https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/12/21/pr19487-md-
statement-on-the-reform-of-west-africa-cfa-franc 

[28] Zafar, A. (2021, August 5). CFA franc zone: Economic development and the post-COVID recovery. Brookings. 
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/cfa-franc-zone-economic-development-and-the-post-covid-recovery/ 

[29] World Bank. (n.d.). World Integrated Trade Solution (WITS) [Database]. Retrieved September 27, 2025, from 
https://wits.worldbank.org/ 

[30] UNCTAD. (2024, February, 10). Economic Development in Africa Report 2024: Unlocking Africa’s trade potential; 
Boosting regional markets and reducing risks. United Nations Conference on Trade and Development.  
https://unctad.org/publication/economic-development-africa-report-2024  

[31] Kolade, K., Azangeo, P.A., & Thompson, M. (2025). The Role of French in U.S. International Trade and Economic 
Diplomacy. International Journal For Multidisciplinary Research 7(5). 
https://doi.org/10.36948/ijfmr.2025.v07i05.55216 

[32] Dafong, D. M., Kolade, K., Azangeo, P. A., & Thompson, M. (2025). The role of economic diplomacy in strengthening 
U.S.-Francophone Africa business relations. EPRA International Journal of Socio-Economic and Environmental 
Outlook (SEEO), 12(6), 1–7. https://doi.org/10.36713/epra22696 

[33] European Commission. (2024, January 28). Global Gateway: European Commission and African Development 
Bank Group unlock new funding for African infrastructure projects. [Press Release].  
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_443 

[34] Partech Partners. (2024). 2024 Africa Tech Venture Capital Report. Partech Partners. 
https://partechpartners.com/africa-reports/2024-africa-tech-venture-capital-report 

[35] Mwangi, K. (2025, June 26). Fintech funding in Africa: Regional breakdown. Tech in Africa. 
https://www.techinafrica.com/fintech-funding-in-africa-regional-breakdown/ 

[36] United States Trade and Development Agency (USTDA). (2022, December 16). Fact sheet: Advancing U.S. 
infrastructure solutions in Africa [Press release]. https://www.ustda.gov/fact-sheet-advancing-u-s-
infrastructure-solutions-in-africa/ 

https://wits.worldbank.org/CountryProfile/en/Country/ZAR/Year/2022/Summary?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://doi.org/10.1596/978-1-4648-1559-1
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/congo-emerges-chinas-strategic-copper-supplier-andy-home-2025-02-17/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/congo-emerges-chinas-strategic-copper-supplier-andy-home-2025-02-17/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.policycenter.ma/sites/default/files/2022-01/PP-10-21-Landry-Signe.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ugspace.ug.edu.gh/server/api/core/bitstreams/a6180bf2-49eb-4193-829f-839b6b1a3891/content
https://doi.org/10.5089/9781498314398.001
https://lpi.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/LPI_2023_report_with_layout.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://lpi.worldbank.org/sites/default/files/2023-04/LPI_2023_report_with_layout.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/rmt2023_en.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/881401530502234660
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/shipping/dp-world-begins-maritime-construction-for-12bn-port-in-senegal-1354034?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/shipping/dp-world-begins-maritime-construction-for-12bn-port-in-senegal-1354034?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/12/21/pr19487-md-statement-on-the-reform-of-west-africa-cfa-franc
https://www.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2019/12/21/pr19487-md-statement-on-the-reform-of-west-africa-cfa-franc
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/cfa-franc-zone-economic-development-and-the-post-covid-recovery/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://wits.worldbank.org/
https://unctad.org/publication/economic-development-africa-report-2024
https://doi.org/10.36948/ijfmr.2025.v07i05.55216
https://doi.org/10.36713/epra22696
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_443
https://partechpartners.com/africa-reports/2024-africa-tech-venture-capital-report
https://www.techinafrica.com/fintech-funding-in-africa-regional-breakdown/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ustda.gov/fact-sheet-advancing-u-s-infrastructure-solutions-in-africa/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.ustda.gov/fact-sheet-advancing-u-s-infrastructure-solutions-in-africa/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


World Journal of Advanced Research and Reviews, 2026, 29(01), 135-144 

144 

[37] Munyati, C. (2024, June 25). Why strong regional value chains will be vital to the next chapter of China and Africa’s 
economic relationship. World Economic Forum. https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/06/why-strong-
regional-value-chains-will-be-vital-to-the-next-chapter-of-china-and-africas-economic-relationship/ 

[38] International Monetary Fund. (2024, February 23). Navigating the evolving landscape between China and Africa's 
economic engagements. IMF Working Papers, 2024(037). 
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/001/2024/037/article-A001-en.xml 

[39] Nogueira Pinto, T. (2024, April 9). Turkey’s push for influence in Africa is working. GIS Reports. 
https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/turkey-influence-africa/ 

[40] Texas National Security Review. (2024, April 16). Rethinking U.S. Africa policy amid changing geopolitical 
realities. Texas National Security Review. https://tnsr.org/2024/05/rethinking-u-s-africa-policy-amid-
changing-geopolitical-realities/ 

[41] Azangeo, P. A., Kolade, K., & Djokoto, N. K. (2025). Enhancing U.S. economic resilience through strategic language 
education: The case for French. Sarcouncil Journal of Education and Sociology, 4(10), 8–14. 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17313285 

[42] UN Global Survey on Digital and Sustainable Trade Facilitation. (n.d.). Trade facilitation and paperless trade in 
Africa — Africa (ECA). Retrieved [September 30, 2025] from https://www.untfsurvey.org/region?id=ECA 

[43] Center for Strategic and International Studies. (2024, October 15). Beyond 2025: A renewed relationship with 
sub-Saharan Africa. CSIS. https://www.csis.org/analysis/beyond-2025-renewed-relationship-sub-saharan-
africa 

[44] Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. (2024, December). Priorities for the new U.S. administration and 
congress on strengthening economic relations with Africa. Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. 
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/12/priorities-for-the-new-us-administration-and-congress-
on-strengthening-economic-relations-with-africa 

https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/06/why-strong-regional-value-chains-will-be-vital-to-the-next-chapter-of-china-and-africas-economic-relationship/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.weforum.org/stories/2024/06/why-strong-regional-value-chains-will-be-vital-to-the-next-chapter-of-china-and-africas-economic-relationship/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.elibrary.imf.org/view/journals/001/2024/037/article-A001-en.xml
https://www.gisreportsonline.com/r/turkey-influence-africa/
https://tnsr.org/2024/05/rethinking-u-s-africa-policy-amid-changing-geopolitical-realities/
https://tnsr.org/2024/05/rethinking-u-s-africa-policy-amid-changing-geopolitical-realities/
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.17313285
https://www.untfsurvey.org/region?id=ECA&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.csis.org/analysis/beyond-2025-renewed-relationship-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.csis.org/analysis/beyond-2025-renewed-relationship-sub-saharan-africa
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/12/priorities-for-the-new-us-administration-and-congress-on-strengthening-economic-relations-with-africa
https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2024/12/priorities-for-the-new-us-administration-and-congress-on-strengthening-economic-relations-with-africa

